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Located in the heart of Vail Village
281 Bridge Street, Vail 

(970) 476-1450 • Denver Toll Free (303) 893-3101
www.brandesscadmus.com

FALLRIDGE CONDOMINIUMS
VAIL GOLF COURSE

Unit 105   1/2 - $550,000

Unit 314   2/2 - $685,000

Unit 312   4/3 - $1,190,000

NOW AVAILABLE FOR SALE:

Fresh! Fast! Filling!
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SERVING THE BEST MEXICAN FOOD

IN THE VAIL VALLEY SINCE 1989!

SMOOTH
MARGARITAS!

Weekend Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Takout • Catering

(970) 827-5450  •  Minturn  •  magustos.com

OPEN AND DELIVERING!OPEN AND DELIVERING!
FROM 11AM-2AM EAST VAIL TO AVONFROM 11AM-2AM EAST VAIL TO AVON

LOCALS SPECIAL:LOCALS SPECIAL:
 FREEFREE  SALAD & FREE FREE 2 LITER 

WITH ANY LARGE SPECIALTY PIZZA

A sizable break for
those who preserve
land could last just
this year
By Scott N. Miller
SMILLER@VAILDAILY.COM

EAGLE COUNTY — People
who own ranches or other prop-
erties and want to preserve them
may have just the rest of this year
to take advantage of some signif-
icant tax savings.

Congress earlier this year
reauthorized legislation that pro-
vides tax breaks for those who
want to preserve scenic or his-
toric property through a contract
called a “conservation ease-

ment.” Those contracts, between
a landowner and, usually, an
organization such as the Eagle
Valley Land Trust, leave the
property in the owners’ hands
but prevent any future develop-
ment. The contracts are general-
ly touted as a way to preserve
family ownership of ranches,
farms and other land.

Usually, conservation ease-
ments are purchased from
landowners using a combination
of grants from organizations
such as Great Outdoors Col-
orado and funds land trusts are
able to raise for specific purpos-
es. But the tax breaks can be a
crucial part of the conservation
easement package.

The latest law, for instance,
allows landowners to deduct the
value of a donation of a conser-

vation easement. The current
amount is up to 50 percent of an
owner’s gross annual income for
as long as 15 years. Professional
farmers and ranchers who earn
at least half of their income from
their land can deduct up to 100
percent of their income.

“If a guy with a $50,000 income
has a $1 million property, he can
take $800,000 worth of donations
over that time,” said Jason Den-
hart, of the Eagle Valley Land
Trust.

The tax breaks are one more
tool in a land trust’s chest to help
convince willing property owners
to keep their land open forever.

“It’s not that we’re out there
convincing people (to preserve),”
Denhart said. “But if the stars are
aligned, it’s a good thing.”

Denhart said the current tax

incentives — which will have to
be reauthorized for next year or
made permanent — had support
from all of Eagle County’s feder-
al representatives.

Those representatives include
Democratic Sens. Mark Udall
and Michael Bennet, as well as
Reps. Jared Polis, a Democrat,
and Scott Tipton, a Republican.

Tipton and Polis are far apart
on the political spectrum, but
Denhart said the preservation
tax breaks appealed to each in a
way.

“For someone like (Tipton),
it’s a tax break for landowners, so
that’s a good thing,” Denhart
said. “For someone like (Polis),
it’s a way to conserve land, so
there’s bipartisan agreement.”

While the tax breaks are signif-
icant, they aren’t available to just

anyone with open land. To qual-
ify, property has to be important
for wildlife, have scenic value or
meet several other criteria.

“Somebody with .8 of an acre
that’s surrounded by homes
won’t qualify,” Denhart said.  But,
he added, people with bigger
parcels who want to preserve
them need to act fairly quickly,
given the whims of this Congress.

“We can help you determine
whether your land qualifies,” he
said.

Will tax break for land dedications endure?
Learn more

To learn more about tax
breaks for land preservation,
visit www.evlt.org or call 970-
748-7654.
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Your daily Vail
Mountain ski report

YESTERDAY’S REPORT

Vail official report: 3 inches
of new snow.

Vail Daily field report: 4
inches of new snow.

Weather: Snowing, with a
little wind.

Run of the day: Let’s turn
Red Square into Pink
Square.

Breakdown: The snow’s
falling, so it’s a great day at
Vail. The flakes are more
moist than we’re used to
seeing here in the Rockies,
but they’re layering over
the existing surface nicely
to create a great surface
underneath your feet.
Powder lovers will love the
conditions today.

Snowcast: Enjoy it while it
lasts! Forecasters say it
should dry out and stay
dry next week.

—John LaConte

For today’s video ski
report, posted every
day by 10 a.m., go to
vaildaily.com/onthehill.

HILL
ON THE

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Daily staff report
NEWSROOM@VAILDAILY.COM

IDAHO SPRINGS — Traffic
stops and day and night lane clo-
sures will be in place this week in
the Twin Tunnels area of Inter-
state 70 at the east end of Idaho
Springs for rock scaling and con-
crete wall construction, weather
permitting.

Preparatory blasting will also
continue about every three days. 

Blast days and times will not be
available until the day prior to, or
the day of, the blasting operation.

That information will be provided
by calling the project hotline at
303-327-4034.

The Colorado Department of
Transportation will implement
the following lane closures:

Monday
• 6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Right lane

closed eastbound.
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., eastbound

only: Traffic stops of 20 minutes
once an hour for rock scaling
operations.

• 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. Tuesday: All
lanes closed eastbound; east-

bound and westbound traffic
reduced to a single lane through
the westbound tunnel.

Tuesday
• 6:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Right lane

closed eastbound.
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., eastbound

only: traffic stops of 20 minutes
once an hour for rock scaling
operations.

• 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. Wednesday:
All lanes closed eastbound; east-
bound and westbound traffic
reduced to a single lane through
the westbound tunnel.

Wednesday
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., eastbound

only: traffic stops of 20 minutes
once an hour for rock scaling
operations.

• 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. Thursday: All
lanes closed eastbound; east-
bound and westbound traffic
reduced to a single lane through
the westbound tunnel.

Thursday
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., eastbound

only: Traffic stops of 20 minutes
once an hour for rock scaling
operations.

• 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. Friday: All
lanes closed eastbound; east-
bound and westbound traffic
reduced to a single lane through
the westbound tunnel.

Friday
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., eastbound

only: Traffic stops of 20 minutes
once an hour for rock scaling
operations.

• 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. Saturday: All
lanes closed eastbound; east-
bound and westbound traffic
reduced to a single lane through
the westbound tunnel.

Lane closures planned for Twin Tunnels this week


