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COMMENTARY
Congress: Now that’s entertainment!

Seeing news stories with Repub-
licans screaming that Obama has 
ordered all war memorials inacces-
sible to veterans, doing 
so with 10 times the 
security the president 
allegedly allowed at 
Benghazi — it’s worth a 
few laughs.

Democrats screaming 
that kids with can-
cer are being denied 
treatment while the 
food they eat is no 
longer being inspected 
and their daily smile is 
flipped upside down as 
the National Zoo “Panda-Cam” is 
shut down — certainly worthy of a 
giggle or two.

Michele Bachmann hugging and 
kissing an old veteran in front of 
the World War II Memorial while 
telling the camera that she is doing 
her best to prevent Obama from 
exploiting the veterans for political 
gain — friggin’ priceless.

Ladies and gentlemen, I give you 
the latest worst-seller of the 21st 

century — “50 Shades of Govern-
ment” — and nobody has any idea 
who’s on top or if they brought the 

proper kind of protection.
The international soap 

opera playing out on the 
world’s stage is little more 
than a “Jerry Spring-
er Show” for the well-
dressed, complete with 
narcissistic self-righteous 
types on both sides vying 
for the crown of “Most 
Shallow.”

All I see is a law passed 
by Congress, signed by 
the president and upheld 

by the Supreme Court (by the way, 
the same SCOTUS that declared 
“corporations are people, too”), 
but apparently 42 failed Congress 
votes to repeal the law wasn’t 
enough.

It seems Mitch McConnell and 
Rand Paul are “twerking” down 
the aisle while Harry Reid is just 
jerking.

Imagine how Republicans would 
scream if Democrats threatened to 

shut down the government unless 
the GOP agreed to pass legislation 
banning all military-style weapons 
and regulating all handguns.

Of course, as opposed to 
Obamacare, no such law actually 
exists, but that’s obviously not the 
point.

This is like the Broncos winning 
a few days ago in Dallas. They 
won fair and square, but what if 
the Cowboys simply refused to 
acknowledge the loss because they 
“know” they are a better team? 
By GOP logic, if Denver refused 
to concede, or better yet, play 
the game again, then they are 
spoiled and petulant little chil-
dren for refusing to negotiate the 
non-negotiable.

And don’t forget I’m a born-and-
raised-in-Dallas, bleed-silver-and-
blue Cowboy fan.

I claim membership with neither 
party, much less even a casual ac-
quaintanceship, but no one should 
agree to allow their country to be 
destroyed and their Constitution 
ignored because their side lost a 

vote.
Like our esteemed Mr. Ed (as 

in Don R.) said last week, the 
smartest strategy would be to 
let Obamacare be implemented, 
watch it fail in glorious fashion 
and then win in a 2014 landslide 
as the party who can repeal it 
(properly, using the actual repeal 
process). But of course the risk is 
that the American people will like 
it, thus removing any chance for 
repeal.

But hey, it’s politics; everything 
is risky.

Welcome to the democratic 
process.

Richard Carnes, of Edwards, 
writes weekly. He can be reached at 
poor@vail.net.

WRITE A COLUMN!
What’s on your mind? Share 
your insights with the rest of the 
community. What’s going well, 
not so well? Send your submission 
to valleyvoices@vaildaily.com. 

Richard 
Carnes
My View

Thanks to Vail Resorts
ECO Trails and Eagle 

Valley Land Trust want 
to say a big thank you to 
everyone at Vail Resorts for 
all the hard work they put 
in on the Duck Pond Open 
Space during the annual 
Vail Resorts Echo Day held 
Sept. 21! It was amazing to 
see what an army of volun-
teers could accomplish in 
one day. More than 225 Vail 
and Beaver Creek employ-
ees, friends and families 
planted 250 trees and 
shrubs, removed more than 
60 cubic yards of noxious 
weeds and performed trail 
work on more than 2,600 
feet of new public trails at 
the Duck Pond Open Space 
between Gypsum and Dot-
sero on U.S. Highway 6.

The Duck Pond Open 
Space is the newest perma-
nent conservation area in 
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the community. Purchased by Eagle Coun-
ty Open Space in late 2012, the amount of 
important work to reclaim and restore the 
property, as well as the work to build the Ea-
gle Valley Trail through the property for bicy-
cling and walking, was a tall order. We could 
not have done it without the hard work of 
more than 225 volunteers from Vail Resorts 
and the wonderful team leaders and coordi-
nators of the Echo program. Thank you. 

If you’re interested in seeing photos 
of the volunteers in action, head over 
to facebook.com/evlandtrust. Everyone 
at the Land Trust and ECO Trails truly 

appreciates our partnership with, and sup-
port from, Vail Resorts and your employ-
ees. Thanks again! 

Ellie Caryl
ECO Trails

Scott Conklin
Eagle Valley Land Trust

WRITE A LETTER!
What’s on your mind? Share your insights 
with the rest of the community. What’s going 
well, not so well? Send your letter to letters@
vaildaily.com. Letter and column submissions 
must include the author’s name, hometown 
and phone number (for verification of author-
ship only). 
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It’s Time to Get Your Home Ready For Winter
And We Can Help.

R E B A T E S  A V A I L A B L E *

*Insulation, air sealing and windows/doors rebates for all-electric homes only; Rebates Up to 50% of project cost.

ATTENTION
HOMEOWNERS!

Call Now! 970.930.1770
www.holycross.com/rebates/effi ciency/residential

Energy Coaches are Standing By to Answer Questions
& Help You Save on Your Energy Costs.

• Insulation & Air Sealing
• Programmable Thermostats
• Heat Tape Timers
• Lighting including LED & Holiday
• Electric Heat Pump Water Heaters
• Windows & Sliding Glass Doors
• Retiring Old Refrigerators/Freezers
• Solar Livestock Water Tanks

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

Parent/Teacher Conferences
Oct 9: 4 pm-7 pm – open forum in BMHS cafeteria
Oct 10: 4 pm-7 pm – by appointment in classrooms

Deadline to submit all 1st quarter late work
Oct 16: This is a hard deadline

Future’s Day
Oct 16: • All testing and activities begin at 9:50am, the usual start time 

for Wednesdays.
• All 10th graders will take the PLAN test, which prepares them 

for ACT the following year.
• All 11th graders will take the PSAT test, which is the qualifying 

exam for National Merit Scholarships.
• All 9th and 12th graders will participate in college and career 

activities specific to their grade level.
• Lunch provided after all testing and activities are complete.
• Busses run at their usual time
• Teachers hold Office Hours from 1:00pm to 3:20pm that 

afternoon to work with students who are struggling in classes.  
Parents need to reinforce attendance at Office Hours 
for struggling students.

• After students have completed testing or college/career 
planning, they are excused.

Watch for play-off dates in late October!
Volleyball, Boy’s Soccer, Boy’s & Girl’s Cross Country

IMPORTANT DATES

0151 Miller Ranch Road
Edwards, CO 81632

Phone: 970-328-2930
Fax: 970-328-2935 
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