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Open from 
6 a.m. daily 
serving 
Breakfast,
Lunch and 
Dinner! 970-949-1423 • 20 Nottingham Rd • Avon

Hello, I’m Patty.Hello, I’m Patty.
When I got back, When I got back,

I was just as curious as everyone else: I was just as curious as everyone else:
what are they building what are they building

on the west side of Northside?on the west side of Northside?

Noah told me he’s putting in a swimming pool Noah told me he’s putting in a swimming pool
with a bubble for the winter season. with a bubble for the winter season.

He says he even knows an He says he even knows an
air-brush painter who is going to air-brush painter who is going to

make it look like a giant poached egg. make it look like a giant poached egg.
He’s so creative.He’s so creative.

See you at the pool.See you at the pool.

LITIGATION EXCELLENCE

Nationally renowned as 
intellectually aggressive 
leaders and counselors in 
snow sports, water sports 
and recreational law.

Respected in the com-
munity as an effi  cient 
and economical partner 
for legal needs in small 
business, construction, 
employment, personal 
injury, malpractice, DUI, 
and motor vehicle law.

Contact us today
970-468-0210
www.rietzlawfirm.com

LOCAL & REGION
Partnerships: Everyone wins

When organizations and individuals col-
laborate and form partnerships for the ben-
efit of their community, great things hap-
pen. The Eagle Valley Land Exchange proj-
ect is a current example of great things hap-
pening for Eagle County. After many years
of partnership and collaboration involving
the U.S. Forest Service, Colorado State Land
Board, Eagle County commissioners and
Open Space Department, town of Avon,
Eagle River Water and Sanitation District
and the Eagle Valley Land Trust, along with
local conservationists, trail users and water

advocates, 1,571
acres of land may
soon be conserved
and protected for
the people of our
community. In
addition, these
partnerships would
create important
new water storage
locations to aid our
local water needs
now and in the
future, while also
providing neces-
sary funding for the
education of our
kids.

A collaborative effort since 2004, the
Eagle Valley Land Exchange project is a
complex transaction involving 11 parcels of
land and numerous individuals, agencies
and organizations. When complete, this
partnership would provide a plethora of
benefits to our citizens and guests. These
benefits include expanded outdoor recre-
ation opportunities and publicly accessible
trails; permanent conservation protections
for critical landscapes and view-sheds;
funding for K-12 education programs; more
open space buffers between towns and
neighborhoods; and increased water stor-
age capabilities for our community. While
the Eagle Valley Land Exchange is clearly a
“win-win” for the people of Eagle County, it
is much more; this project would achieve
multiple wins on multiple levels for our
entire community.

How do we win? The neighborhoods of
Singletree and Wildridge would have a 478-
acre community buffer permanently pro-
tected by a conservation easement. The
land would be owned and managed by the
town of Avon and open for public access on
trail systems maintained by locals like Lee
Rimel and the Vail Valley Mountain Bike
Association. This land includes the popular
Avon to Singletree Trail and “Beaver Creek
Point,” a perfect location to experience
breathtaking views of our beautiful valley,
not to mention a great spot for the Avon
fireworks. This land is also in the view cor-
ridor of the neighborhoods of Beaver Creek
and Bachelor Gulch, as they gaze to the
north from their homes. This land is highly

utilized by hikers, bikers and nature lovers.
We all win by preserving open space buffers
between communities and neighborhoods,
while providing publicly accessible trails
and outdoor recreation opportunities for
our citizens and guests.

How do we win? The Eagle River Water
and Sanitation District would receive four
parcels of land for important water storage
tank locations throughout the county.
These new water tanks would allow the
water district to continue to provide current
service levels to our citizens, even in
drought years. The locations would also
provide expanded water capabilities for our
continued growth and allow for better
water planning and wildfire protection. We
all win by providing land for the expansion
of local water resources in our community.

How do we win? A critical view shed and
landscape visible from the valley floor and
from I-70 would be saved forever for people
to enjoy. The Eagle Valley Land Exchange
includes 167 acres high above Lake Creek
and the Edwards trailer park on the ridgeline
adjacent to Cordillera. This lovely alpine
landscape is gazed upon daily by a multi-
tude of residents and guests. From neigh-
bors in Homestead, Creamery Ranch and
Lake Creek, to those in the Edwards trailer
park, Brett Ranch and Eagle River Village;
from residents of Cordillera and Singletree,
to travelers on the interstate, this parcel of
land is viewed by them all. We all win by pro-
tecting critical mountain landscapes and
desirable alpine view sheds, which are visi-
ble from our local neighborhoods.

How do we win? The Eagle Valley Land
Exchange project would provide needed
funding to the Colorado State Land Board.
The State Land Board was created in 1876
to manage, acquire and sell land to gener-
ate funds for kindergarten through 12th-
grade education programs in communities
throughout Colorado. By participating as
partners in this land exchange, the Col-
orado State Land Board and our local com-
munity would yield necessary funds for our
children’s education. We all win by provid-
ing alternative funding sources for the edu-
cation of Colorado’s kids.

JASON 
DENHART

TRUST
OUR LAND

Trust Our Land, page A8
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REGISTER TODAY AT HIKEWINEDINE.COM

Join us for a scenic four-mile hike at the peak of Beaver Creek’s leaf-viewing
season. Along the way, enjoy gourmet tastings from several of the area’s
finest restaurants, finishing with dessert and wine.  All event proceeds

benefit Jack’s Place, a cancer caring house, and Shaw Regional Cancer Center.

9:30 a.m. Registration at base of Beaver Creek’s Centennial Chairlift #6
with breakfast, treats, coffee and mimosas. Sponsorship opportunities

still available. Call (970) 477-5177 or email vvmcdevelopment@vvmc.com.

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2012
ADULTS: $100  | TEENS 13-18: $50  |   12 & UNDER: FREE

The only thing
more beautiful

is the cause.

VailVitalityCenter.com  970-476-7721

Laugh, learn
and lighten up.

Dr. Lisa Muncy-Pietrzak,
MD, ABIHM

6-week program
starting in October.

Lighten your load and discover
the key to weight-loss success.

First Bank to close branches
at Minturn, Beaver Creek
Two local branches
among 15 total branch
closures in Colorado
By David Migoya
THE DENVER POST

DENVER — Lakewood-based FirstBank
is closing 15 branch locations, a dozen of
them inside King Soopers stores along the
Front Range, because the tellers mostly
stand around waiting for someone — any-
one — to come by.

The other three are stand-alone opera-
tions, one each in Minturn, Beaver Creek
and Colorado Springs. The Minturn and
Beaver Creek locations are set to close Oct.
12, said FirstBank spokesman Brian Jensen.

It’s not that the branches are losing busi-
ness, bank officials say. Far from it. Cus-
tomers are relying more on electronic
banking, ATMs and other forms of imper-
sonal transactions that simply mean there’s
not a need for actual human contact.

“What’s driving it is a decline in traffic,
nothing to do with the bank’s financial sta-
bility,” FirstBank Vice President Jim Reuter
said. “We just don’t need the density we
have today considering the change in cus-
tomer behavior in online banking.”

The closures are to begin in October and
coincide with FirstBank plans to open oth-
er three other branches in areas that need
them, including the first in Glenwood
Springs, Reuter said, and one in Chandler,
Ariz.

FirstBank ATM cash machines are not
affected by the closures, King Soopers
spokeswoman Kelli McGannon said.

FirstBank will buy out some leases in
order to accommodate the change, Reuter
said. Affected employees will be offered
positions at nearby locations.

Each grocery-store branch employed
between four and six people and collective-
ly held $10 million to $20 million in
deposits.

FirstBank has approximately 125 branch-
es in Colorado, Arizona and California and
held $10.88 billion in deposits as of June 30,
a 9 percent increase from the same period
a year before.

While FirstBank saw fewer customers
using in-store branches, McGannon said
the grocery chain is doing fine.

“We’re pleased with the customer traffic
there and see a trend in it continuing,” she
said.

Plans for the emptied space would be
handled store-by-store, she said, noting
that some might “expand a vitamin shop ...
or showcase items of value ... or The Little
Clinic affiliated with the University of Col-
orado where there could be an advantage
as well.”

FirstBank will retain seven in-store
branches — five in King Soopers — while
looking to expand in other areas of Col-
orado. The affected branches each have
another location within three miles, Reuter
said.

The banking industry embraced the
trend of in-store branches in the early 1990s
and it wasn’t long before hundreds were
opening within months.

Today there are between 8,000 and 9,000
in-store banking locations nationwide,
according to National Commerce Bank Ser-
vices in Memphis, Tenn., which created the
first such branch in 1985 and is now an
industry consultant.

“If anything, the trend is going the other
way, with more banks committing to in-
store service,” NCBS executive vice presi-
dent Dave Martin said. “In-store branches,
with customers gravitating to electronic
channels, actually see it as a big plus.”

How do we win? Eight hundred acres of
land would be added to our beloved Nation-
al Forest. A 640-acre parcel of land on Red
and White Mountain that is surrounded on
all sides by the National Forest would
become part of the forest for public enjoy-
ment and outdoor recreation. And, 200 acres
in the Piney Valley adjacent to the Eagles
Nest Wilderness would become new Nation-
al Forest land as well, further expanding our
forest treasures and creating new access to
our designated wilderness areas. We all win
by expanding the White River National For-
est within our community.

It is the people of Eagle County who will

win from this momentous land exchange
— full-time locals, part-time locals, busi-
ness owners, workers, children, students,
tourists, outdoor enthusiasts, landscape
lovers, hikers, bikers, conservationists,
water watchers. All of us. Our entire com-
munity wins with the successful comple-
tion of the Eagle Valley Land Exchange
project.

Jason Denhart is the director of communi-
cations and development for the Eagle Val-
ley Land Trust. The land trust is dedicated to
saving land for the people of Eagle County
and preserving the character of our commu-
nity, one acre at a time. For more informa-
tion, visit www.evlt.org or email
jdenhart@evlt.org.

Local First Bank
closures

• Beaver Creek, 26 Avondale Lane.
• Minturn, 472 Main St.

i

TRUST OUR LAND
FROM PAGE A7


