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Eagle County’s open space pro-
gram is necessary, even in a commu-
nity with lots of public land, and to
say otherwise is to fail to understand
the complexities of our mountain
environment. 

First of all, public land is not the
same as open space. Of the large por-
tions of our community that are pub-
lic land, only wilderness areas have a
level of protection that guaranties
permanence. 

The rest of national forest land has
varying degrees of protection. Some
is leased for cattle grazing, some for
ski areas, and some sections are even
on the table to be sold to the highest
bidder. 

Right now, there may not be many
bidders, but with population growth,
the day will
come when
there are. 

All of these
activities put
pressure on
the natural
environment
and threaten
to harm it if
they are not balanced with conserva-
tion and protection in other areas.

Secondly, and this is the heart of
the matter, the land that is privately
owned in our mountain community
is mostly the result of early home-
steading claims. 

What did homesteaders need?
Access to water for their livestock and
easy transportation to connect to the
rest of the world. The result is that
most privately held land is in the riv-
er corridor or valley floor. 

This means that a very specific type
of important habitat is almost exclu-
sively owned by private entities and
people. Combine this fact with the
existing map of public land, and you
have a recipe for paving the entire riv-
er valley. Don’t believe me?

Look at Silverthorne, a community
less than 45 minutes away by car.
How can you make a map of private-
ly owned land without using the
Internet? Just look at where buildings
are built, and that’s the entirety of
non-Forest Service land, and it’s all
along the river corridor, where home-
steading claims were made. This
does real ecological harm to any
community. 

River-corridor land is some of the
most important habitat in any
ecosystem. By having endless devel-
opment in a river corridor, the toxins
of oil, gas and brake dust from cars
flow directly into the lifeblood veins
of communities. These contami-
nants kill off bugs and plants, the
foundation of the local ecosystems.
Wildlife and game species are pre-
vented from accessing the water they
need to live, and rivers, instead of
being a source of nourishment,
become a monumental obstacle to
migratory patterns. 

The irony is the result of all this
environmental impact necessitates
us spending large sums of public
money (taxes) to address environ-
mental problems, and the results are
poor when compared with managing
land in the first place to avoid them. 

Instead of having natural flood and 

Dear Mr. Obama: The lack of security and the
attempted cover-up by the your administration are
yet another example of the lack of leadership in the
White House. If your staff wants to complete the
embarrassment, it should capture the terrorists
and turn them over to Eric Holder, who would try
them in New York under our constitutional law.

Mr. President, why did you send the FBI to
investigate this attack on U.S. citizens on U.S. prop-
erty? Wouldn’t sending in the Marines be more
appropriate for acts of war against the United
States? Your action seems inappropriate after our
embassy has had a number of prior threats and
attacks. It seems to me that security
should have been anticipated, not
ignored or denied, on 9/11. 

Also, why have you tolerated the
two-week-plus delay while the scene
was contaminated? Even the press was
able to enter the compound. 

You’ve been bragging and spiking
the ball while appearing to claim that
you, not the Seals, killed Osama bin
Laden. Can you justify bragging about taking a life
(even one as evil as bin Laden) while avoiding
responsibility for protecting our Libyan ambassa-
dor and his American staff? You’re avoiding the
truth about terrorists attacking us because it rais-
es questions about terrorist attacks during your
watch. 

To add insult to injury, you paid millions of dol-
lars for advertisements apologizing to Muslims for
some stupid, insignificant, obscure “movie” that
had been ignored until you made a fuss about it.
The “movie” became an excuse to demonstrate
against America. If not the movie, then it would
have been something else.

When you campaigned on having the most
transparent government of all time, you told a ter-
minal logical inexactitude (a lie). That’s true with
most of your promises. Do you ever intend to keep
campaign promises, or are they just for the gullible
middle-class votes? Maybe you’re just lazy. 

If you had promised to be the best cover-up
president, you could claim to have kept one prom-
ise. In addition to your botched cover-up of the
Libyan murders, you also have covered up “Fast
and Furious,” using executive privilege. You’ve also
removed the work requirement from the welfare
act with little fanfare.

Mr. President, your June 5, 2007, speech to an
African-American congregation was disingenuous
to the Katrina victims by saying they had not been
covered by the Stafford Act. Your comments were
false. Congress expanded the Stafford Act to cov-
er Katrina’s damage. You misrepresented yourself,
since you were one of the few senators who voted

against the extension. Isn’t that hypocritical? 
Do you believe that your actions, or inactions,

make you look more presidential? Since you spend
more time playing basketball and golf than you do
at daily security updates, I’d say no. 

When you compare yourself to President Lin-
coln, using his quotes and comparing your experi-
ences to Lincoln’s trials and successes, that brings
to mind Sen. Lloyd Bentsen’s rebuke of vice presi-
dential candidate Dan Quayle. 

I paraphrase: Mr. Obama, you’re no Abraham
Lincoln, nor are you a Ronald Reagan or even a Bill
Clinton. You act more like Nixon, during Water-

gate, or Carter, during the Iranian
hostage taking. When you’re deceptive,
make false campaign statements or lie
to hide the truth, it doesn’t make you a
better candidate. It diminishes you. 

This all seems to have inspired Vice
President Joe Biden to attempt to make
another gaff. He said: “Osama bin
Laden is dead, and General Motors is
alive.” A more accurate slogan might

be: “Osama bin Laden is dead. General Motors
needs another transfusion of printed money or
funds borrowed from China. And al Qaida is alive
and well.”

In conclusion, Mr. President, it’s time for you to
honor our Constitution instead of bypassing it
and also Congress with frequent executive orders.
If we had a Supreme Court with a backbone, I
believe both you and Eric Holder would be in
Leavenworth. 

Remember, the Constitution set up three equal
levels of government — the legislative, the execu-
tive and the judicial — for one purpose: to balance
the powers from activities such as you frequently
do. 

You often violate the checks and balances of
powers. You should remember that you were
elected to only one of the three branches, the exec-
utive branch, as the president. You, Mr. Obama,
were not elected king.

Sincerely,
Dick Gustafson

Dick Gustafson, of Vail, is a former two-term Eagle
County commissioner.
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Open from 
6 a.m. daily 
serving 
Breakfast,
Lunch and 
Dinner! 970-949-1423 • 20 Nottingham Rd • Avon

Hello, I’m PattyHello, I’m Patty
It’s time for  It’s time for

Half-Price Dinners!Half-Price Dinners!
Yep, Chef Noah Bender is now offering his Yep, Chef Noah Bender is now offering his
delicious dinner menu at half-price nightly delicious dinner menu at half-price nightly
(except Sunday). All you need to do is buy (except Sunday). All you need to do is buy

a glass of wine, beer or a cocktail to get the deal, a glass of wine, beer or a cocktail to get the deal,
and you can come alone and still receive the discount.and you can come alone and still receive the discount.

Choose from his famous prime rib, fi let mignon, wild salmon, Choose from his famous prime rib, fi let mignon, wild salmon,
roasted chicken, roasted pork tenderloin, roasted chicken, roasted pork tenderloin,

shrimp scampi and two pastas. All dinners include sides, shrimp scampi and two pastas. All dinners include sides,
a delicious salad and homemade dinner rolls.a delicious salad and homemade dinner rolls.

And now he’s taking reservations. And now he’s taking reservations.
Mother always had reservations about Noah, Mother always had reservations about Noah,

now he’s taking them, too.now he’s taking them, too.

Call 949-1423 to reserve your seat tonight.Call 949-1423 to reserve your seat tonight.

New
harve

st just in from denver!

970-926-4408

0105 Edwards Village Blvd. Unit C-104 - Edwards
on highway 6 across from the gashouse

Open Mon.-Sat. 11am-7pm and  Sun. 12-5pm

PRE-PACKAGED OUNCES

Members - $225 oz

Non- Members - $250 oz

$30 Bud of the Day! (1/8th)
Two for

Tuesday!
Buy 1 get 1 Free
Gram of Hash!

N E W  W O R L D

RIVERWALK • 1st & Main Building
Edwards, Colorado | 970.926.7001

C O N T E M P O R A R Y  S E A S O N A L

OPEN NIGHTLY!

Celebrating 10 Years! Thank You Loyal Customers
Please come in and enjoy 50% off all Entrees 

 and 10% off all Bottles of Wine 
(for the month of October)
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BEST OF EVERYTHING
For Your Pet At 

AFFORDABLE PRICES

182 Gore Creek Dr.   •   Vail Village   •   970-476-0255

PET BOUTIQUE
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pollution control from wetlands, we
need to spend millions of public dol-
lars on flood-control infrastructure.
Instead of having a healthy river sys-
tem that naturally replenishes itself,
we have to stock rivers with fish with
more public dollars. 

Instead of being able to enjoy natu-
ral landscapes by walking to them, we
have to get in the car, burning gas,
building ever larger roads and parking
lots to accommodate the traffic.

Do we really want Eagle County
to become one concrete and hous-
ing chute of Vail-EagleVail-Avon-
Edwards-Wolcott-Eagle-Gypsum-
Dotsero instead of separate, dis-
tinct towns nested in the Colorado
Rockies? 

If you answer “no,” then there are
only two options to prevent such an
end game. 

One, we legislate regulations to
restrict urban sprawl and thereby
spawn a host of takings lawsuits. Or
we use an open space tax to make pur-
chases in our community that allow
for comprehensive land-use planning
and community building while recog-
nizing the value of private ownership. 

We need to make sound financial
decisions when it comes to public
spending, but we also need to
acknowledge our deficit spending in
the environment. 

The environment is not an endless
credit card we can continue to draw
from without consequence. When we
fail to have community buffers or pro-
tect wetlands, we are taking out a loan
that our children have next to no hope
of repaying. 

The open space tax, and others like
it in our neighboring communities,
exists because proponents of the envi-
ronment and its protection are work-
ing to address historical impacts of
land ownership that were decided
before humans had the science to ful-
ly understand the importance of nat-
ural, self-sustaining ecosystems. 

The time is now and the issue is
urgent to protect the sense of space
and the foundation of our economy in
Eagle County. 

There are already parts of our com-
munity that are difficult to distinguish
among one another. Eagle River Sta-
tion just passed this year, and regard-
less of how you feel about it, you can’t
deny that there are powerful forces
pushing our community to have end-
less development. 

We need a countervailing force to
make sure that once we come home
from the jobs development creates
our homes are healthy, inspiring
places to be. 

The open space program and the
tax that funds it are not luxuries or
misguided priorities. They are criti-
cal issues to the healthy future of our
community.

Scott Conklin is the project manager
for the Eagle Valley Land Trust. He can
be reached at sconklin@evlt.org or
970-748-7654.

VALLEY VOICES
FROM PAGE A5

‘THE OPEN SPACE TAX ... EXISTS BECAUSE PROPONENTS
OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND ITS PROTECTION ARE
WORKING TO ADDRESS HISTORICAL IMPACTS OF LAND
OWNERSHIP THAT WERE DECIDED BEFORE HUMANS
HAD THE SCIENCE TO FULLY UNDERSTAND THE
IMPORTANCE OF NATURAL, SELF-SUSTAINING
ECOSYSTEMS. ‘

Write a column!
Share your thoughts and

opinions with the community.
Write on life in the Vail Valley,
champion your favorite cause, or
rant about something that’s been
bothering you. Send your column to
valleyvoices@vaildaily.com.


