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HIGHER LEARNINGHIGHER LEARNINGHIGHER LEARNING

Ultimate 4 Children’s Lessons
Our semi-private class for kids features the “ultimate” student to

instructor ratio. Small groups of no more than 4 will provide more

individualized feedback and more one-on-one time with our Pros.

$325 Lift/Lesson/Lunch, $305 Lesson/Lunch Only. Class meets at

8:50am. Children’s Ski & Snowboard School (970) 754 5464.

Max-3 Adult Custom Coaching
Designed specifically to allow all level of skiers to receive coaching in a

small group that fits on one chair (Max-3) to build a strong foundation of

skills and deepen your understanding of advanced skiing tactics. This is

the push you need to make a giant leap in ability. Price $160, 12:45–3:45pm. 

Adult Ski & Snowboard School (970) 754 5300.

BE AV ERC R EEK .COM / I V Y LE AGU E

This is the Beaver Creek “Ivy League” Ski and Snowboard School, where you’ll learn from the best on a World Cup 

mountain. Individualized feedback, more one-on-one instruction, and an attention to detail that will stay with you 

a lifetime. That’s exactly what you’ll get with our special small-group ski school programs for children and adults.  

Ski to Dinner
Open for Winter 

Experience a unique dining adventure with
Colorado’s most spectacular views.

A one-mile cross county ski or snowshoe through the woods
to our remote mountain setting. An elegant four-course
gourmet dinner awaits featuring elk tenderloin, rack of
lamb, salmon, roasted chicken and vegetarian specials.

$75 per person
(prices do not include tax, gratuity or alcohol)

Open 7 days a week for Dinner Lunches on Sat. & Sun.

719-486-8114
Reservations Required

www.tennesseepass.com

10 Min. from Leadville
40 Min. from Copper

45 Min. from Vail & B.C.

Meet at the The Tennessee Pass Nordic Center

at 5:30pm (Base of Ski Cooper)

Ski ❄  Dine ❄ Sleep ❄ Repeat!
Cross-country ski or snowshoe just one mile up 

to the Tennessee Pass Cookhouse for an elegant 

four-course dining adventure! Spectacular views 

and exquisite entrees await featuring Elk Tender-

loin, Rack of Lamb, Alaskan Salmon, Roasted 

Chicken, and vegetarian specials. Then, stay the 

night in your own cozy yurt, just strides away from 

the Cookhouse!

Pricing & reservation details at 

Tennesseepass.com
Located near Leadville, at the base of Ski Cooper.

1,000’s of CD’s and Vinyl’s
New comics every Wednesday

Superhero t-shirts. and Incense
Movie and Music DVDs

970-476-1713 (same phone!)
---Call us, maybe?---

US Mail to PO Box 69, Minturn, CO 81645

Now in Minturn, CO
211 Main Street

(the store with the bright coral façade)
Open daily 10am-8pm

Editor’s note: This is the first in a multi-
part series. During the next several
months, members of the board of direc-
tors of the Eagle Valley Land Trust will
be writing about their favorite conserva-
tion easements and why these open
spaces and special places are important
to our community. The Land Trust holds
conservation easements on nearly
7,000 acres throughout our community
which preserve and protect the land
and its natural resources forever.

My favorite conservation easement:
The Constellation Ridge Conservation
Easement at Brightwater in Gypsum.

Maybe you
could say it’s
because I live
in Gypsum,
but I would
say it is more
what this con-
servation
easement rep-
resents that
makes it a
favorite of
mine.

The Con-
stellation
Ridge conser-
vation ease-
ment on the

Brightwater property in Gypsum has
almost everything that you might want

a conservation easement to have.
The 95 acres along Gypsum Creek

were purchased by the developer of
Brightwater with the intention of
building a “few” luxury homes on the
west side of the creek. The Gypsum
Town Council, along with the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission, took a

site visit to the property and deter-
mined that its adjacency to BLM and
its importance in providing wildlife
access to Gypsum Creek made it too
important as a wildlife area to allow
the disturbance that occurs with the
development of roads and homes.

Gypsum easement represents
the best of open space deals

TOM
EDWARDS

TRUST
OUR LAND

SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

Eagle Valley Land Trust has worked with the Brightwater developers and the
town of Gypsum to provide for 95 acres of conserved land through the
Constellation Ridge Conservation Easement, seen looking from south to north.

Trust Our Land, page A9

LOCAL & REGION
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ffering the Best of Vail Village...

For the past 30 Years, our firm has sought the properties
in prime locations throughout Vail Village. We pride 
ourselves in representing what buyers seek the most...
convenience and lifestyle.
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COLORFUL
NEW SPRING
A R R I V A L S
DRESSES STARTING

AT $49

AVON • BRECKENRIDGE • EDWARDS • ASPEN

1/2 LB BURGER
& FRIES

11AM-9PM

BURGERS, BEERS, & BASKETBALL

BURGER
& A BEER

$10

TRAER CREEK PLAZA
970.748.4848

cast lepeakgr i l l e .com

TRUST OUR LAND
FROM PAGE A8

In working through the development process, Bright-
water agreed to keep the property as open space and put
it into conservation easement with the Eagle Valley Land
Trust.

This conservation easement represents the best in what
can be achieved in negotiating for the preservation of
open space. The conservation easement has the follow-
ing features:

• It was donated by the developer.
• The costs for the ongoing stewardship and legal

defense are being paid for by the developer.
• The developer continues to own the land and pay tax-

es on it (although at a reduced rate because the develop-
ment potential has been removed).

• The developer cares for and maintains the land, thus
eliminating any ongoing maintenance expense for the
town, the county or the general public.

• There is public access to the land and public
access to Gypsum Creek that has been provided for by
Brightwater.

• The land will remain undeveloped open space in
perpetuity for the benefit of future generations due to
the decision of the Gypsum Town Council and the work
of the Eagle Valley Land Trust.

The developer in return retains a piece of land that
becomes an asset to the Brightwater community. This
land provides the owners in the development with a per-
manent scenic viewshed, an area for hiking and horse-
back riding, unspoiled access to Gypsum Creek for fish-
ing and a direct interconnect for all Brightwater home-
owners with the adjacent BLM. The Constellation Ridge
conservation easement creates a park-like setting for
Brightwater residents that is part of the development but
still affords access to the general public to enjoy these
protected lands.

The Eagle Valley Land Trust has proven to be a good
vehicle for the town of Gypsum to permanently pre-
serve environmentally important land, as well as to
ensure public access to Gypsum Creek. The town is
attuned to the need for public access as properties are
developed. The current thinking by the town is that
public access along the Eagle River and Gypsum Creek
are important in planning of future developments. The
town does not look to force public access onto unde-
veloped private lands, but there is a sense that when
lands are developed, there should be public benefit
provided that allows access to rivers and streams as a
mitigation factor to offset the loss of current ranch
lands and open space.

In summary, the Eagle Valley Land Trust has worked
with the Brightwater developers and the town of Gyp-
sum to provide for 95 acres of conserved land that rec-
ognizes the need for wildlife mitigation, provides pub-
lic access for fishing and hiking, creates a link that will
eventually provide fishing and hiking access along
most or all of Gypsum Creek and at the same time
enhances the open space characteristics of the devel-
oper’s property.

This is my favorite conservation easement because it
has allowed for adjacent development but acknowl-
edges how development should interface with existing
open space, BLM lands, wildlife and public access. Our
community values open spaces and we are fortunate to
have the Eagle Valley Land Trust to help us work in part-
nership with owners and local governments to protect,
guard and defend our lands now and for the benefit of
future generations.

Tom Edwards is a member of the Gypsum Town Council
and the chairman of Eagle County’s Open Space Adviso-
ry Committee. He is also a president emeritus of the
Eagle Valley Land Trust. For more information about your
local Land Trust, visit www.evlt.org. 

Share 
your 
voice!

letters@vaildaily.com


