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Getting to
rivers can
be tough

O THE EDITOR
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and auto show contributed to its success,
raising $10,000 for Jack’s Place.
This year marked the sixth anniversary of
Jack’s Place. Since opening in 2007, Jack’s
Place has provided more than 6,400 guest
nights. This year alone, we hosted guests
from our community, seven other states
and 14 other counties within Colorado. You
can learn more about Jack’s Place by visiting www.shawcancercenter.com/jacksplace.
As always, we thank our community for
continued interest and generous support!
We remain dedicated to assuring the continued excellence of Jack’s Place and the
Shaw! To learn more about the SOT, visit
www.shawcancercenter.com/SOT.
Jack Gardner
Chair, Shaw Outreach Team

Patricia Hardenbergh, MD
Director of radiation oncology, honorary Shaw Outreach
Team member

Jack Eck, MD
Shaw Outreach Team board, senior director of
development

Unnecessary and heartless
Wow! While Randy Wyrick’s Nov. 15 article regarding the avalanche that took Taft
Conlin’s life was more of the he said/she
said, that photo was not necessary to publish. Shame on you! There are many kids
and adults in this community that have
worked hard to move forward in a life without Taft. Seeing the image from his GoPro
was unnecessary and frankly heartless! Has
it come to sensational reporting as a lack
of anything better to do? Does your paper
not know how profoundly this accident
has affected our community? I would love
to meet the people who decided this photo
was appropriate and necessary. Better yet,
I’d rather not!
Deb Shay
Edwards

Walk on left side
I see lots of people walking on the righthand side of roads without sidewalks,
especially in Singletree in Edwards. Some
are pushing baby strollers. It’s always been
my understanding that, for safety, walkers
or runners should stay on the left — facing
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To borrow a phrase from Norman Mclean,
when it comes to the recreation economy of
Eagle County, a river runs through it. The
Colorado River and its tributaries, including
the Eagle, are part of a $9 billion a year recreation business in Colorado. Rafting, kayaking,
ﬁshing, stand-up paddleboarding and tubing
are activities that use the rivers directly. But
the rivers support more than just water-based
activity. They become the locus for recreation
trails, scenic roadways such as U.S. Highway
6, the River Road and the Trough Road. People coming to
enjoy the rivers
Ken Neubecker
directly, or
Valley Voices
indirectly, stay,
shop and dine
in Eagle County.
One of the biggest obstacles to river-based
recreation has been the lack of adequate access. In Colorado, the generally accepted rule
is that if you can get to the river, then you can
ﬂoat it. So long as you stay in the boat and
don’t touch the bottom, even with an anchor,
you are on “public” water and not trespassing.
But getting down to the river hasn’t been easy.
Historically land development has been in
the valleys along the river corridors. Nearly
all the land along the Eagle and Colorado was
homesteaded and acquired for private ownership, unlike the higher uplands and forests,
which largely remained in public ownership.
Public access to the forests and BLM lands,
while not always straightforward, has been
easier than along our rivers.
During the past two years, Eagle County and
the Eagle Valley Land Trust have worked hard
to change that. Access for river recreation between State Bridge and Dotsero was limited to
just a couple key places, with long reaches in
between. Eagle County’s Open Space program
has bought and developed new access points
at Two Bridges, Red Dirt Creek, Horse Creek
on the Colorado River Ranch and Dotsero
Landing. These acquisitions have turned a
long, sometimes arduous ﬂoat into shorter,
easier, family-friendly days out on the river.
These new boat landings open up more
than 40 miles of relatively easy ﬂoating river,
creating a huge new boost for Eagle County’s
summer recreation opportunities. These newly opened reaches of river will also take some
of the pressure off the heavily used whitewater Pumphouse to State Bridge reach while
still maintaining the solitude and other characteristics that make the lower reach unique.
On the Eagle River, the county and Eagle
Valley Land Trust have also teamed up to
get access and open space protection on key
properties, most recently the Horn Ranch.
The Horn Ranch will create a ﬁgurative keystone property along the Eagle in the heart of
Red Canyon. It is a “jewel” that will open up
more than a mile of river to public access.
Years ago, after the county had helped acquire land for public access at the Bair Ranch
and then with the Eagle River Preserve in
Edwards, I suggested that they and partners
like the Eagle Valley Land Trust work to develop a “greenway” along the Eagle that could
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connect the two parcels. With the Duck
Pond, Brush Creek Confluence and now
the Horn Ranch, it seems that such a green
way of protected public access and open
space might be possible.
Eagle County and their partners are to
be congratulated for having the foresight
in opening up both the Colorado and Eagle
rivers to greater public access and recreation. There are still some key parcels that
should be acquired, parcels that will complete a superb system of well-developed
river-based recreational opportunities. It
would be great to see Eagle County become
as well known for its rivers as it is for its
skiing, wilderness hiking and mountain
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oncoming traffic. That way you can see
how close a car is or whether the driver is
veering toward you. Also, now that it’s dark
earlier, some neon or light-colored clothing
is a help to drivers.
Thank you for posting this suggestion.
Judith Carson
Edwards

Bees are important
Your article on Anne and Mike Luark
(“Eagle County couple are in the bee business,” Nov. 14) caught my attention in a

biking.
Increased recreation on the rivers also
has the added benefit of more people experiencing the rivers. People who have a personal stake in the rivers care for them, and
we need to care for and protect our rivers
as the demands for water grow throughout
the state. Healthy rivers and a vibrant recreational economy need water just as much
as farms and the growing cities of the Front
Range. Striking a balance that includes
rivers won’t be easy, but there is a better
chance the more people know them.
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Ken Neubecker is the Eagle River Blue Trail
coordinator with American Rivers. The
Blue Trail program works to connect people
with their rivers through recreation and
access.

very big way. They are providing an important service. For more information, read the
Time article “A World Without Bees.” This
is the link: http://content.time.com/time/
magazine/article/0,9171,2149141,00.html.
Mike Filion
Denver

WRITE A LETTER!
What’s on your mind? Share your insights
with the rest of the community. What’s going
well, not so well? Send your letter to letters@
vaildaily.com. Letter and column submissions
must include the author’s name, hometown
and phone number (for verification of authorship only).
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