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The other night I attended the
screening of the excellent documen-
tary “Miss Representation” at the Vil-
lar Center. I was probably one of a
handful of men in the audience of
several hundred women of all ages,
ethnicity, marital status and incomes. 

In my opinion, the documentary
was designed to inform, enlighten
and embolden women to take charge
of their own person. Women are
encouraged to define themselves on
their own terms and not let others,
specifically men or the male estab-
lishment, set standards, most of
which are unrealistic, to which
women should conform. 

By the way, many men and chil-
dren of both sexes also tend to judge
themselves based on other people’s
standards. So it isn’t only a women’s
problem. In
many ways,
the issue is
ecumenical
but signifi-
cantly more
germane for
women.

Everyone
can learn
something from this film. In my cliff
notes summary, it would be: “Be
yourself; get up in the morning, look
in the mirror and say ‘I like what I
see.’”  If you can do that, you will live a
better, richer and have a more stress-
free life. It will not matter what others
think. You will be in charge of you.

There are two elements of any
informative film that always should
be addressed. The first: “What’s in it
for me?” I think this film does a good
job of addressing that issue and creat-
ing awareness. 

But I was struck by the lack of a real
set of next steps — the second impor-
tant element.

I have always been an activist.
Without belaboring the point, I was
very involved in civil rights in the ’60s,
the ERA in the ’70s and beyond, Title
IX and many other causes. To say that
I am a social liberal is probably an
understatement. 

So, I felt that the film fell short in
creating or encouraging real change.
Talking about an issue is one thing;
doing something about it is quite
another.

I sat there thinking about what
happened to all the women activists
who helped get the civil rights that
women have today. It seems like the
country reached a point where there
was a good level of progress, and then
the women seemed to become com-
fortable with the new status quo. 

In my opinion, this resulted in a
lost generation of women leaders.

Many women had taken the suc-
cesses of the ’80s and ’90s and
stopped demanding more. The “me
generation” seems to have become a
generation of “I got mine and I am
not going to worry about the future.” 

Well, in reality, to stand still is to go
backward. And so here we are today,
with women’s rights again under
severe attack by the political estab-
lishment, and there is no strong
opposition. 

Who are  the leaders?  Where is the 
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CREATIVITY
‘CREATIVITY IS ALLOWING YOURSELF TO MAKE MISTAKES. ART IS

KNOWING WHICH ONES TO KEEP.’

Scott Adams, 'The Dilbert Principle'

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The stuff of Sharia

It is terrifying to me that all-male, all-celibate
Roman Catholic bishops are trying to manipulate
our government to impose their theology about
contraception (which 98 percent of Catholic
women clearly reject in their use of contraception)
upon every woman of any walk of life, with or with-
out a connection to a faith tradition who happens
to work in a hospital or university connected to the
Catholic Church. 

This behavior has been wrongly attributed to
Muslim Sharia for years, although American Mus-
lims have never tried to do anything near what the
bishops are doing. 

As a seminarian and (hopefully) a future pastor,
I find it ridiculous that any religious group would
impose its theology of sexuality on the public. It is
all the more ridiculous because false accusations
of this same idea have been placed on Muslims
and other communities.

Just as the government should be in charge of
civil marriages, the government should be in
charge of deciding on health care and ensuring
that everyone have access to affordable and appro-
priate health care, which for most women means
covering contraceptives. 

Emily Ewing Vail

Watch those assumptions
“Why America Failed: The Roots of Imperial

Decline,” the final volume of historian Morris
Berman’s trilogy on the decline of the American
empire, was published last year. 

In it Berman argues that a generalized obsession
with personal material gain has turned our coun-
try into a spiritually bereft “nation of hustlers” with
no moral compass. 

While reviewers have noted that Berman cher-
ry picks the data he uses to support his thesis, a let-
ter like the one by Peter Bergh on March 9 inclines
me to believe Berman is on to something. 

Bergh does not give his age, but I am fairly con-
fident he is less close than I to the age at which he
would cut old folks off from access to health insur-
ance. Operating with the same amorality that leads
others of what I suppose to be his generation to get
their kicks by burning homeless vagrants alive,
Bergh proposes to deny access to health insurance
to American males at age 76 and to females at age
81. 

This, he thinks, would save the health-care sys-
tem from bankruptcy. Like most other Americans,
Bergh has been bamboozled into believing that the
health-care system is burdened by too many
patients receiving too costly treatment, when actu-
ally the system’s trouble stems from domination by
conscienceless insurance giants and pharmaceu-
tical companies (whose dominance has been
increased by Obamacare). 

I have a modest counter-proposal. Professor
Berman cites studies showing that 42 percent of
U.S. adults (69 percent of adults under 30) don’t
know what year the colonies declared independ-
ence from Great Britain, that 77 percent of students
in the Oklahoma public school system don’t know
who George Washington was, etc. 

I propose that everyone in Bergh’s generation
who cannot pass a simple U.S. history quiz be tak-
en on cruise ships to the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean and dropped off there. I don’t propose
killing them, only denying them access to passage
back to shore. My plan would raise the general lev-
el of intelligence in the U.S. population.

Lee Smith Red Cliff
Editor’s note: Actually, Peter Bergh is a white-haired
retiree who lives in Edwards. 

It ain’t lack of supply
Recently, we have seen gas prices slowly rise

here in the Vail Valley to where they are today at
$3.99 a gallon. Over the years, we have all heard the
reasons of hikes in gas prices: Conflict in the Mid-
dle East, gulf oil disruption due to hurricanes,
demand not meeting supply, refineries closing, etc.
The list of excuses goes on and on. However, we
find ourselves in a unique moment in time right
now. 

For the first time in our nation’s history, the Unit-
ed States is exporting more gas than ever before.

Our No. 1 export is gasoline. Surprising? Absolute-
ly, especially when we have seen such a rise in fuel
prices in just one week. 

Right now, our nation has more infrastructure in
place for the extraction and production of fossil
fuels than ever before. It is known, right now pri-
marily due to techniques such as “fracking” and
horizontal drilling, there is an incredible surplus of
relatively cheap natural gas on hand in our nation.
The very same cheap natural gas is used to crack
crude oil into gasoline. 

So here is the problem: If demand for gasoline is
in decline in the United States and if we can pro-
duce gasoline at a much cheaper cost, and if our
nation has such an abundance of gasoline, then
why have gas prices risen so much over the past
week? Why do we not see the benefit at the pump
here in our nation if we are producing more gaso-
line than ever?

Over the years, we have always been told the rea-
son why gas prices rise is due to production and
supply costs. The myth has been dispelled,
because right now our nation produces more gaso-
line than ever and at the lowest cost ever. 

Does the common citizen see the benefit? No.
The fuel is exported because international demand
is higher and profits are higher. No matter if we
import more oil, or produce more oil here within
the United States, the cost at the pump will rise if
the oil companies or gas stations wish it to do so.

Regardless of where or why or how gasoline
comes to the pumps here in the United States, we
the citizen-consumer has been, and always will be,
taken advantage of by the oil producers and gas
dispensers. 

Ever wonder what the reason could possibly be
why gas is so high right here in the Vail Valley? If
you drive to Frisco or Eagle, gas is somewhere
between 30 to  50 cents a gallon cheaper. It obvi-
ously can’t be because of transporting it to us. 

I once asked a fuel driver why it was so expensive
here in Avon, he told me it was because of the dis-
tance from Denver to here. But if the driver drove
another 15 miles to Eagle, it’s cheaper? Really? 

I think the oil companies, as well as the gas sta-
tion owners here in the Vail Valley are all preying
on us.

Personally, I feel the owners of the gas stations
here in our towns are the worst offenders for
exploiting what they can for their own personal
gain and at the cost of the working class. The only
reason why gas is so expensive here is because they
can get away with it. Truly is disgusting.

Alan Stroeve Avon

Bipartisan support for open space
Conservative Republicans and liberal Democ-

rats agree … tax incentives for private land conser-
vation are good for America. 

In this era of extreme partisanship and constant
bickering between Democrats and Republicans in
Congress, a breath of fresh air emerged last month
as a majority of both parties have agreed to co-
sponsor legislation in the House of Representatives
to provide enhanced tax incentives for private land
owners who place their land in conservation 
easement. 

The announcement was made that over 300 co-
sponsors from both parties have agreed to tax
reduction for private landowners to encourage vol-
untary land conservation; 125 House Republicans
and 176 House Democrats from 47 states have
joined together to co-sponsor the Conservation
Easement Incentive Act, H.R.1964. 

No other tax bill currently being considered in
Congress has as much bi-partisan support. 

Both of Colorado’s Western Slope representa-
tives in the House, Republican Scott Tipton and
Democrat Jared Polis, have co-sponsored this
important tax measure. 

If Tipton and Polis agree on this as a positive
measure, then all of us in Eagle County should sup-
port and celebrate this bill. 

Land conservation and protecting open space is
obviously something we all can agree on! This is a
win-win for everyone. 

Thank you to Rep. Tipton and Rep. Polis for sup-
porting a measure that has positive impacts for
Eagle County and for our nation. 

I encourage everyone to contact our local repre-
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movement? Did we forget everything
that was learned in the ’60s and ’70s? 

The film points out how few women
there are in Congress and that number
is dwindling by the day. Why? Since
women make up over 50 pecent of the
voters, why aren’t they running for
more legislative offices at every level of
local, state and federal government? 

If qualified women ran for elective
office and women supported women,
it would be easier to get elected. There
are enough women voters to elect
anybody. They can decide any politi-
cal race if they choose to do so.

How can women sit by and let men
take away their rights? 

I listen to the current political rhet-
oric, and if you eliminate the political
BS, the Republican Party (I am non-
affiliated) is doing everything it can to
marginalize women. The hypocrisy is
that the Republicans call for smaller,
less intrusive government as they
attempt to pass (and succeed at many
state levels) the most intrusive legisla-
tion against women’s rights in recent
history. 

The GOP wants to eliminate a

women’s control of her health, her
body and her mind. It wants to put
those decisions in the hands of men
and the government. It wants to define
every aspect of woman’s role in soci-
ety by male standards. How is this dif-
ferent from the Taliban or any other
patriarchal society?

Where is the new “women’s move-
ment?” Why aren’t they marching on
every state capital and on Washing-
ton? Are they forcefully telling each of
their representatives that they are
“mad as hell and they are not going to
take it anymore?” Should there be a
Two Million Women March in D.C.?
Would a D.C. sit-down like the people
did in Wisconsin get the politicians’
attention? Non-violent civil disobedi-
ence works. 

Women certainly need to vote in the
booth, with their pocket books and
with their actions. They need to pro-
vide 100 percent support to those
politicians who support them. Their
economic freedom depends on it.

I have other concerns. Who will be
the next leader? Who will rise to the
challenge and fight to retain their
rights? Is it only a third-year law stu-
dent? Women need to unite. Find
some standard bearers or organiza-

tions to help organize a strong 
opposition. 

One of the sponsors of “Miss Repre-
sentation” was the Women’s Founda-
tion of Colorado. Maybe this group
could take up the banner for our state.
Maybe there should be 50 Women’s
Foundations that could then form a
powerful coalition to act in a coordi-
nated fashion at the national level.

Someone has to start to lead. The
mainstream and social media will
jump at the cause and give it the expo-
sure it needs. If Facebook and Twitter
can change countries like Egypt, imag-
ine what a coordinated effort can do in
America, where there is no 
censorship.

If women continue to wait, if they
continue to let the men make the
rules, it will be back to the future. It
will be the 1800s again here in 
America.

If women want power, they have to
seize it. And to keep power, they have
to use it. 

Anything less is just talk.

Louis M. Schultz is a Cordillera resi-
dent.
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sentatives in Congress to encourage
them to pass this bill to promote local
land conservation and the protection
of open space.

Tom Steinberg Vail

Awesome fundraiser
Last week Love for the Ladies Rail

Jam raised $23,000, setting a new

record in its fourth year! The funds
raised stay here in Eagle County to
support those diagnosed with breast
cancer.

We are grateful to the many partici-
pants and sponsors who made this
possible and especially Rich Staats
and Justine Nadherney and their vol-
unteers for their tireless efforts in put-
ting the event together. We also want
to thank Vail Resorts for making the
event possible and for donating sea-
son passes as the grand prize and,
also, the crew at Beaver Creek who

worked so diligently.
It is so heartwarming to see how

many young, enthusiastic boarders
supported LFTL — not only by raising
money and breast cancer awareness,
but also by going out of their way to
create spectacular, crowd-stopping
costumes! The funds raised will go to
the Vail Breast Cancer Awareness
Group's programs including “Day to
Play,” as well as medical support for
those fighting the disease.

Vail Breast Cancer Awareness Group
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