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Teaching kids why we 
need to save our land

“Forever? Even after 100 years?”asked a 
Walking Mountains Science Center student 
during an education day hosted by Eagle 
Valley Land Trust as part of our 2013 Sum-
mer Education and Outreach Program. Yes, 
the mission of the Eagle Valley Land Trust 
is “to preserve forever our scenic vistas, 
open spaces, historic lands, waterways and 
wildlife habitats that represent the unique-
ness of Eagle County and the 
central Rocky Mountains.” 
Forever is a long time. But it’s 
worth it, and it’s up to us to 
ensure that future generations 
understand its importance. 

Every minute, two acres of 
farmland or ranchland is be-
ing lost to development. Our 
land and our precious open 
spaces are our greatest natural 
resources as well as our great-
est economic engine in the Vail 
Valley. Our beautifully scenic vistas, forests, 
and wildlife habitats are the factors that 
drive people to seek out Eagle County in 
the first place, and they deserve to be pro-
tected for the future economic benefit and 
recreational values of our community. 

It’s important that these beautiful open 
spaces that brought us all here are protect-
ed and preserved so that future generations 
can continue to gain and learn from the 
natural world. To ensure that our special 
open spaces are preserved in perpetu-
ity, we must invest in our local children 
through environmental education and 
empowerment. 

By exciting kids through personal dis-
covery in the natural environment, we will 
inspire an ethical relationship between 
people and land. So, when we pass the 
conservation baton to the next generations, 
young environmental stewards will be 
prepared and passionate about fighting for 
environmental and land issues that impact 
our beloved mountain community. 

That is just what Eagle Valley Land 
Trust’s 2013 Summer Education and Out-
reach Program sets out to do. Made pos-
sible by a generous grant from Vail Resorts 
Echo, this summer over 100 local students 
will travel to permanently protected lands 
that the Eagle Valley Land Trust holds 
under conservation easement to partake in 
hands-on conservation learning. Partici-
pating students will come from Walking 
Mountains Science Center, SOS Outreach 
and the local Cub Scout and Boy Scout 
troops. The education days will take place 

on both the Eagle River Preserve and Tay-
lor City conservation areas and will involve 
service learning activities. 

The Eagle River Preserve, permanently 
protected with a conservation easement 
by the Eagle Valley Land Trust in 2005, is 
publicly accessible open space. West of The 
Gashouse Restaurant, the preserve is across 
from the ambulance district in Edwards. 

With 72 acres of land consisting 
of hiking trails, cascading mead-
ows, and more than 1.5 miles of 
pristine Eagle River access, the 
Preserve provides an excellent 
classroom for local kids. 

Similarly, the Taylor City con-
servation area, located on Ten-
nessee Pass, offers a tremendous 
learning opportunity as it hosts 
more than 50 bird species, 75 
different wildflowers and Rocky 
Mountain mammals. Because the 

property borders U.S. Highway 24, Colo-
rado residents and visitors enjoy its natural 
beauty as they drive along the “Top of the 
Rockies” scenic byway. Taylor City, contains 
the historical remains of a 19th century 
mining town and also protects more than 
30 acres of wetlands at the headwaters of 
the Eagle River, which provides an excel-
lent example of a riparian habitat for stu-
dents to experience. 

Lesson plans and objectives promote a 
basic understanding of the Eagle Val-
ley Land Trust’s role in conserving land 
through easements, the history of the 
land, and the ecological importance of the 
area. Several education days have already 
occurred with SOS Outreach and Walk-
ing Mountains Science Center, and eight 
additional days will take place throughout 
the remainder of the summer. Thank you 
so much to Vail Resorts Echo for investing 
in conservation education for our local kids 
and helping the Eagle Valley Land Trust 
teach the conservationists of the future! 

Lindsey Ratcliff is an AmeriCorps 
Environmental Summer Stewardship 
intern for the Eagle Valley Land Trust. She 
recently graduated from the University 
of Colorado with a Bachelor of Arts in 
environmental studies specializing in 
natural resource policy and will continue 
her career by applying to law school. 
Ratcliff lives full time in Edwards with her 
family and two dogs. For more information 
about the Eagle Valley Land Trust and local 
conservation areas, visit www.evlt.org. 
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CHILDREN’S MENU 
A V A I L A B L E

EDWARDS, CO 
9 2 6 - 3 613

S E R V I N G 
LUNCH & DINNER 
DAILY 11AM-10PM

T h u r s d a y  i s
Lobster Night

1 & 1 / 4 l b  $33.95

happy hour 
4 : 3 0 - 6 p m  D a i l y

30% OFF DRINKS & APPETIZERS

gashouse-restaurant.com

147 Nottingham Road  |  Avon
970.306.6032  |  FlexWash.com

EXPRESS
INTERIOR
DETAIL

 Vacuum  Shampoo Floor Mats  Clean Seats
 Clean Windows  Vinyl & Leather Conditioner

Starting As
Low As

$45
Schedule Your Appointment Today at FLEXWASH.COM

Give Your Car The T.L.C. It Deserves!

Located in the Park Hyatt Beaver Creek  |  970-827-4942  |  www.allegriaspa.com

Purchase one 
item and receive 

the second at  

50% OFF 
Swimsuits

Cover-ups
Sandals

Sleepwear
Robes

Women’s Apparel

Valid thru 7/31/13. Discount 
applied to item of lesser 

value. Cannot be combined 
with other discounts, 

promotions and specials.

A4 | Thursday, July 25, 2013 | The Vail Daily


