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Land trust aids in conservation
Editor’s note: This column, submitted 
by Vail Resorts, showcases the 
nonprofits that the company supports 
through its Vail Resorts Echo 
program.

Our land is one of the most pre-
cious resources we have here in our 
Colorado mountain community. 
Our mountains, valleys, forests and 
meadows provide multiple benefits, 
including the outdoor recreational op-
portunities we all enjoy are worthy of 
protection and conservation. The local 
protector and defender of our land is 
the Eagle Valley Land Trust.

The Eagle Valley Land Trust pre-
serves the character of our commu-
nity one acre at a time by conserving 
the special places that people love in 
Eagle County. By using conservation 
easements to protect and save our 
land, the Land Trust preserves scenic 
views, precious landscapes, historic 
lands, open spaces, waterways and 
wildlife habitats for the benefit of the 
people of our community.

The Land Trust is proud to have 
Vail Resorts Echo as a partner in en-
vironmental conservation and stew-
ardship. The Echo program strongly 
supports our organization and land 
conservation mission by providing 
financial assistance to our programs, 
volunteer hours for our projects and 
community leadership in environ-
mental protection. Vail Resorts’ 
commitment to our local environ-
ment and to local land conservation is 
unparalleled. We thank Vail Resorts 
Echo for their ongoing commitment 
to our lands.

Through the support and contribu-
tions made by Vail Resorts along with 
our multitude of individual, small 
business and foundation investors 
throughout Eagle County and the 

Central Rocky Mountains, the Eagle 
Valley Land Trust has permanently 
conserved and protected forever more 
than 7,000 acres of local land for the 
benefit of the people of our commu-
nity. Together, we are making a differ-
ence in land conservation.

Kara Heide is the executive director of 
the Eagle Valley Land Trust. Through 
Vail Resorts Echo, Vail Resorts 
hopes to connect its communities 

to its efforts — from on the ground 
conservation programs to grants 
for local schools. Aimed at both 
protecting the natural resources that 
surround the resorts and helping 
build stronger communities where 
its employees live and work, Vail 
Resorts Echo encompasses three core 
efforts: environmental stewardship, 
charitable giving and community 
engagement. Learn more at  
www.vailresortsecho.com. 

ECO TRAILS
The ECO Trails program of Eagle 

County government is working to 
complete a paved trail system from 
Glenwood Canyon to Vail Pass including 
a connection to Red Cliff. This sizeable 
mission is a group effort from all of the 
communities along the way, including 
Gypsum, Eagle, Avon, Vail, Minturn, Red 
Cliff and Eagle County, plus a dedicated 
group of volunteers and a program staff 
person. The ECO Trails program was 
created in 1996 following the passage 
of a half-percent sales tax to finance 

mass transportation improvements 
in Eagle County. Ten percent of the 
revenues from that tax were designated 
for the development of a trails system. 
The remaining 90 percent of the tax is 
dedicated to the ECO transit program. 
The Eagle Valley Trail will total 63 miles 
upon completion, and 33 miles are 
completed. The cost to complete the 
remaining system miles is estimated at 
$12 million and ECO Trails leverages the 
sales tax revenues with grants, dona-
tions and other contributions. 

The Vail Resorts Echo program supports the Eagle Valley Land Trust by provid-
ing financial assistance to its programs and volunteer hours for its projects.
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FLOOD VICTIMS
From page A4

Northwest Colorado incident manage-
ment team that helps with this sort of 
thing. They headed down Friday and 
came back Tuesday.

“It was a great opportunity to get 
some experience,” Henninger said.

Vail Resorts contributed $100,000 
to the Colorado Red Cross for flood 
relief, specifically to provide food 
and shelter for those who have been 
evacuated from their homes.

The company will also donate $1 for 
every season pass sold in Colorado, 
which will more than double its over-
all contribution.

The ski company set up a website, 
www.redcross.org/vailresorts-emp, for 
its 22,000 employees to contribute to 
the flood relief efforts.

Vail Resorts employees have 
pledged to give hundreds of volunteer 
hours during the next several months 
to help with rebuilding efforts in af-
fected Front Range communities.

During the month of September 
we will include a glass of  

premium wine with the purchase  
of any dinner entree. 

On the north side of I-70 in North Avon. 
Reservations: 949-1423

Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio
Stag’s Leap Chardonnay

Ferrari Carano Sauvignon Blanc
Girard Napa Valley Artistry 

Argyle Willamette Valley Pinot Noir
Beringer Estate Cabernet Sauvignon

WINE LOVER’S 
SPECIAL

Serving:

Choose from:

and much much more

 Wild Salmon, Prime Rib, Fresh Trout,  

Filet Mignon, Seafood Pot Pie with Lobster,  

Braised Lamb Shank, Shrimp Scampi,  

Chicken Fried Rib Eye Steak,  

Chicken Fried Chicken, Spaghetti  

& Meatballs, Bates Chicken,  

Sweat Pea Ravioli
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